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ABSTRACT 



This information capsule presents the College Level Academic 
Skills Test (CLAST) status of Associate in Arts degree seekers at Miami-Dade 
Community College for fall terms 1995 and 1996. Tables present CLAST results 
by subtest for a cross section of A. A. degree seekers college-wide. For 
comparative purposes, fall term 1995 statistics (prior to the implementation 
of the CLAST alternative) are presented with those from fall term 1996. The 
introduction of the CLAST alternative increased the percentage of students 
satisfying the CLAST requirement in all categories of cumulative credits 
earned for each subtest. Overall, 27% of fall 1996 students had satisfied the 
CLAST requirement, compared with only 14% in fall 1995. For students who had 
earned 60 credits, 69% of fall 1996 students had satisfied the CLAST 
requirement, compared with only 53% in fall 1995. These data will form a 
baseline to assess the effect of implementing recommendations from the CLAST 
Action Plan. Information on the less successful mathematics results are 
included with explanations for lower scores. Implications of college-wide 
test results also are provided. (AS) 
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Summary 


CLAST Status of Associate in Arts Degree Seekers: 

A Different Perspective on Fulfilling the CLAST Requirement 


Background 


This capsule presents the CLAST status of Associate in Arts degree seekers in Fall 
Terms 1995 and 1996. Students are grouped by the number of college credits completed 
(exclusive of college preparatory and ESL credits). Overall, 27% of Fall 1996 students 
had satisfied the CLAST requirement compared to only 14% in Fall 1995. For students 
who had earned more than 60 credits, 69% of Fall 1996 students had satisfied the CLAST 
requirement compared to only 53% in Fall 1995. These data will form a baseline to 
assess the effect of implementing recommendations from the CLAST Action Plan. 


College-Wide Results 


A College-Wide Ad Hoc Task Force was convened beginning in April 1997 at Miami Dade 
Community College to assess the 'progress and success of Associate in Arts degree 
seeking students at M-DCC in fulfilling the CLAST requirement for graduation. 
Specifically the Task Force was charged with identifying areas in need of improvement 
and recommending strategies to address those needs. To accomplish this goal, a 
different perspective was required to evaluate CLAST test taking patterns and success 
rates. In the past pass rates for each subtest were tracked, numbers of CLAST 
alternatives granted were calculated, and even the effectiveness of specific courses in 
preparing students for the CLAST was evaluated. The Task Force looked at this 
information, but also requested data on when (or at what point in their college careers) 
students were taking the CLAST or satisfying the CLAST requirement with an alternative 
or waiver. 




The attached tables present CLAST results by subtest for a cross section of AA degree 
seekers college-wide. For comparison, Fall Term 1995 (prior to the implementation of 
the CLAST alternative) is presented in addition to Fall Term 1996. The introduction of the 
CLAST alternatives increased the percentage of students satisfying the CLAST 
requirement in all categories of cumulative credits earned for each subtest For the 
Reading subtest 5% of students with 30 or fewer credits in Fall Term 1996 had met the 
requirement compared with 0% for Fall Term 1995. Looking at results for the total 
enrollment 26% in Fall Term 1996 compared with 13% in Fall Term 1995 had met the 
CLAST requirement in Reading. 




For the Mathematics subtest the results are somewhat less impressive since M-DCC 
students are more likely to earn an alternative in the communications subtests than the 
mathematics. For Fall Term 1996, 1% of students with 30 or fewer credits had met the 
CLAST requirement for mathematics compared with 0% for Fall Term 1995. Of the total 
enrollment 15% of students enrolled Fall Term 1996 met the requirement compared with 
11% of students enrolled Fall Term 1995. 
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THIS INFORMATION CAPSULE IS A BRIEF, COMPLETE REPORT 



The results suggest that more than half of M-DCC students postpone taking the CLAST 
until they have accumulated over 50 credits toward their degree. For Fall Term 1996 only 
43% of students had satisfied the Reading subtest of the CLAST requirement by passing 
the test or earning an alternative before the 51st credit. For the same group, 52% had not 
yet taken the test. Similar results can be seen for the English Language Skills, Essay 
and Mathematics subtests. For all subtests, over 70% of students enrolled Fall Term 
1996 had not yet taken the CLAST and at least one in five students with more than 60 
credits had not yet taken the test 



Implications 



The test taking patterns identified in the results are undesirable for a number of reasons. 
Students wait until they are ready to graduate to take the CLAST and place an enormous 
amount of pressure on themselves to pass the test on the first attempt since it is the only 
remaining hurdle before graduation. It is also likely that an inordinate amount of time has 
elapsed between completion of relevant coursework and the CLAST. To increase our 
graduation rate we must improve the odds of M-DCC students meeting the CLAST 
requirement by the time they complete the required coursework for the AA. degree. 

The Task Force developed strategies and procedures to encourage (require when 
necessary) students to take the CLAST immediately following the relevant coursework if 
they have not earned a CLAST alternative. Additional recommendations relate to the 
inclusion of CLAST competencies in the curriculum, requiring enrollment in mathematics 
courses earlier in course sequencing (similar to the English requirement), requiring 
practice CLAST tests in specific courses, and providing feedback to faculty on the 
success of their students on the CLAST. The impact of these recommendations should 
be apparent in future cross-sectional CLAST results. 

Joanne Bashford.ab 
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